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SHOP CARD

AND BUTTON!

Union Label History

Presented on the occasion of the 100" anniversary
of the Union Label & Service Trades Department,
AFL-CIO, 68! Convention - Sept. 12, 2009

Kim Munson — art historian/author



Union Label Week
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LOOK FOR THE UNION LABEL
* DEMAND UNION SERVICES
* PATRONIZE UNION SHOPS
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The Union Label Golden Rule: Buy union products and use union services
as you would have union wages and benefits paid unto you...



Arms of the Worshipful
Company of Blacksmiths,
London, 1600's

Arms of the Guild of Masters of
Stone & Wood by Luca Della Robbia Goldsmith's Hallmarks
Florence, 1400's. on a meat skewer, 1800's



“Labor Builds Civilization™
Greco-Roman myth of Vulcan

disseminated through Italian
Renaissance literature and painting Coats of Arms of the British Trade Guilds

(1490) u—— London (1600’s)

1785-1974

WISCONSIN
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1848
Multiple uses:
#Post Revolutionary War - Mechanics Societies
sWidespread use due to commercial printing plates Current usage:
oPost Civil War -Early union label, symbol of quality eSocialist Labor Party (1904 )

eChurch & Dwight's
Arm & Hammer Baking

Evolution of the Arm & Hammer Emblem Soda Trademark (1865).



House Carpenters, 1869

Resolved: “That this League will furnish a stamp to all eight-
hour mills, that they may stamp their work, so that we may
know what material to put up, and may avoid using the work
gotten out by ten-hour mills.”

~ published in the Daily Alta California, August 4 1869.

OR...

HOUSE

CARPENTERS’

Eight Hour
League, No. 1
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SAN FRANCISCO.
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ORGANIZED, Jan'y 28th.
1867.
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Cigar makers, 1874
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CHOAN MALLRY ASSOCLATION of the FACINIC CRAST, SAN FRANCIALO, CALITORANLA,

The Clgars bevves seniaisad e mads by

¥ WHITE MEN.
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Cigar Makers' Association of the Pa.cgfc Coasf,

Appeal to the"Puﬁllo ]

The Cigar Makers of San Francisco take pleasure in
bringing before the public the following facts:

Ist. That we have organized @ branch of the Cigar
Maker' International Union of America to issue the follow-
g label :

2%. By refusing to buy cigars unless the above label is

on the box you will assist us in peaceably driving 8,000
Chinese Cigar Makers from the trade, and keep $6,000,000

yearly from going to China.

3d.  We, the Cigar Makers' Union, recommend the firm
of Koe I11:|_{--|}tl*rt!‘ Falk & Mayer, of San Francisco, as the
only Cigar Manufactory who are to-day employing White
International Union Men, and by calling for the following
brands, you are sure of getting a cigar made by W hite

Labor:
KREE KREE, GARCIA HAVANA,
LA ROSA, COMERCIAL
SCOTTY, PORTO RICO -
ECLYPS, ESTELLA “
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American Federation of Labor
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Logo officially adopted in
Pittsburgh. 11/19/1881

hello landsman !

.. &‘ AFL Union Label, 1894.

Samuel Gompers (1850-1924)
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YIVO Center for Jewish Study
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The Union Label is Established!
Ladies’ Label Leagues &
Auxiliaries help the cause.

44 1939—UNION LABEL CATALOGUE - DIRECTORY

7~ THiS IS UNION-EARNED =,
MONEY AND | MUST HAVE &
UNION-MADE GooDS/

Union Label Bulletin, 1912.
AFL Cornerstone Papers, GMMA



Promoting the Label
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Ad in Labor
Clarion, 19712 P

INSIST UPON |
THIS LABEL

Lahor Archives & Research Center, SESU

ENDORSED =‘=r ALL TRADES UNIQNS
AND LEADING REFORM SOCIETIES

Library of Congress




Union Label Week
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Labor Day Parade with San Francisco
Label Section, SF Labor Council, Waiters

Union #30 and Waitresses Union # 48 VR 106 s 3 = / - y
: DEMAND THE UNION LABEL v 1 Vil
Carrying AFL 8 Hour Banner, 1925 ._ il o, ot s ::::Nrﬁf :?i?:i&(‘

Collection of the Labor Archives & Research Center, SFSU



Union Industries Show
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“"THERE ‘THEY ARE, SIR!”

T e p—

gy e e WL
gt
e 4 L WA AEEST tn e

CINCINNATY AT 000, 1830

Union Label / | g -
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Qutreach: US

Bicentennial 1976

Labor Archives & Research Center, SFSU



Universal Labels

I'M AN MY BOSSES THEY WAENIHAT
UNORGANIZED WARNED ME NOT SAYING THIS

wo%(ﬁ% TO SAY WHAT I'M couLp CosT
ABOUT To 5AY. ME MY
JOB.
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| The Universal Union Label

photo €

T KNOW BUT I CAN'T LET
THIS WILL ANGER THEM INTIMIDATE
THEM. THEY'LL ME! EVERY
FROBABLY CALL ME AMERICAN MUST
A COMMUNIST HAVE THE RIGHT
OR SOMETHING. To SAY THIS..

Union Yes! logo by Lois, Pitts, Gershon, Pon/GGK
Art Director George Lois, 1987
Cartoon from “THEM" by Gary Huck & Mike Konopacki, 1991



Union Label Book Project

Signs of Unity: Stories and Symbols of
the American Union Label Movement,
a book project being researched and
written by art historian Kim Munson
collecting the origin stories of US
union labels.

Have a story to tell?

http://www.mg-km.com/labels.html

or e-mail Kim at:

unionlabel.story@gmail.com
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